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Friday 30th January  
 

Headteacher’s Hello 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Yesterday, we were treated to a wonderful class assembly by Year 3, filled with singing, acting and 
creative artwork. The children did a fantasic job of teaching us about the Stone Age, and sharing all 
the learning they had done last half term. Thank you to Miss Gunter, Mrs Hussein and all the staff 
involved in helping the children prepare for their assembly.  

 

Yesterday, Year 4 visited Hampton Court Palace as part of their learning about ‘The Tudors in 
London’. I heard many positive reports about the day, with the experience very much enhancing the 
children’s learning and understanding about this history topic. Thank you to Miss Sweeney and the 
staff and parents who accompanied the children on this visit.  
 
You may have heard in the news this week the announcement from the Education Secretary, Bridget 
Phillipson, stating that schools should be phone-free environments for the entire school day, including 
breaktimes and lunchtimes, and that Ofsted will now examine both mobile phone policies and their 
application during a school inspection. We have had a policy for this in place since September, that 
we only allow children in Year 5 & 6 who walk to school to have a mobile phone in school (at their own 
risk – the school is not responsible if the phone is lost or damaged), but it must not be a smartphone. 
Our policy states the phone must be switched off and placed in their bag before entering the school 
premises, and not accessed again until they have left the school site – children should not be using 
their phones in the playground after school. Any pupils found using their phone during the day will 
have it confiscated. Our current system operates on a foundation of trust and responsibility, that the 
children abide by these rules and are responsible about their phone use. This has been very 
successful so far and we have found the children to be very responsive to this. We acknowledge and 
appreciate the maturity of the children in managing this, and the support and cooperation of the 
parents.  
 
You may have noticed some police officers outside of school at drop-off time this morning. Please be 
reassured there was nothing to worry about. They are keeping an eye on the parking and safe road 
use around the school. You will be aware from in my previous communications this month, that this is 
something we have rasied concerns about and it is helpful to have their support with this.  
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Miss Macklearn 

1 Corinths 13 v 13 - And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Celebrating learning together in faith, hope and love 

https://www.bishopperrin.richmond.sch.uk/
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Outdoor Play and Learning at Bishop Perrin 
We recently asked our student council representatives to carry 
out a survey to find out what they thought of our playground 
and the activities/resources on offer.  We also asked them what 
new activities/resources they would like to see in the future.  
We are hoping to provide some of the resources but will need 
support from our parent community.   
 
It has been shown that having a range of activities available 
has a positive influence on behaviour at playtimes which then 
feeds in to a calmer and more productive transition back into 
class for lessons, as well as improving pupils’ wellbeing. 
High on the list were: 

• Arts and crafts 

• Role-play resources 

• Dress-up/props for acting 

• Lego 

• Small vehicles such as toy cars, trains, planes etc 

• Sports – 4 square, football and basketball/netball – 
which we already provide 

 
As this is a big project to undertake, we are going to implement 
some of these changes in stages. 
Stage 1: Arts and Crafts/Games 

• We would be extremely grateful if you are able to send 
in/donate the following: 

• Crayons (can be lightly used but not broken) 

• Pencils/colouring pencils (can be lightly used but not 
broken) 

• Washable felt-tip pens (if not new, then in good 
useable condition) 

• Chalk 

• Paper (any colour) 

• Colouring books (can be slightly used – please just rip 
out used pages before sending in) 

• Stamps and ink pads 

• Origami books/paper 

• Uno cards/Top Trumps cards 

• Chess sets 

• Unwanted suitcases (ones with wheels if possible) for 
storage 

Any donations would make such a difference to the provision of 
creative play we can offer at playtimes. 
Many thanks, Miss Sweeney 
 

School Emails 
Thanks to those parents who kindly informed us that school 
emails have ended up in junk or spam folders. This is certainly 
not ideal, as we use email as a main form of communication 
with the parent and carer community. Some tips to help prevent 
this from within your own Inbox: 

- Mark as "Not Junk": Open the junk folder, select the email, 
and click "Not Junk" or "Report Not Spam".  

- Add to Safe Senders/Contacts/Favourites/Vip’s: Add the 
sender's email address or domain to your contacts or Safe 
Senders list in your email settings.  

- Create Filters/Rules: Set up a filter to always keep messages 
from specific senders out of spam and in your inbox.  

- Check Blocked Senders: Ensure the sender isn't accidentally 
on your blocked list. 

We will mainly email you from the following email addresses: 
info@bishopperrin.richmond.sch.uk  or  no-reply@mail.arbor-
education.com  (emails sent from the Arbor system). 
Please also note, newsletters are saved weekly to the school 
website. Many thanks for your help with this. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Whole school: 96.86% 
 

We keep careful track of children’s attendance at school. The table 
below is helpful in providing guidance for when attendance levels 
start to be a cause for concern: please take note of the 
percentages as we use these as a guide to monitor absence over 
the course of the year. You can keep track of your child’s 
attendance on your Arbor account.  
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175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR 

175 days to spend on family time, visits, holidays and other appointments 

 

190 

SCHOOL DAYS 

IN EACH YEAR 

 

190 days for 

your child’s 

education 

 

 

10 days 

absence 

 

 

20 days 

absence 

 

 

 

29 days 

absence 

Half a term 

missed 

 

 

 

 

 

38 days 

absence 

 

 

 

 

 

47 days 
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over two 

months missed 
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DAYS OF 

SCHOOL 

 

170 

DAYS OF 

SCHOOL 
 

161 

DAYS OF 

SCHOOL 

 

152 

DAYS OF 

SCHOOL 

 

143 

DAYS OF 

SCHOOL 

 

100% 

 

 

95% 

 

90% 

 

85% 

 

80% 

 

75% 

 GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN 

 

Five things to do to help manage winter illness 

It's important to be aware of the winter illnesses currently 
circulating. A few simple habits can help keep children, families and 
classrooms healthy. The latest UKHSA blog for schools and 
parents/carers includes health messaging on staying home when 
unwell, hand hygiene, catching coughs and sneezes, getting 
vaccinated, and using NHS resources for more information about 
winter illnesses. 
 

In collective worship this week… 
This week in collective worship this week we learnt about the Bible 
story, David and Goliath, and we talked about growth mindset. On 
Thursday, Year 3 led our collective worship with their class 
assembly.  
 

School News 
World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 2026 
World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March this year. As usual, we 
will be celebrating in school by encouraging the children to read a 
brand new book. We ask that all children choose a book from the 
list attached with this newsletter. These books have all been 
shortlisted for the SPARK! Book Awards 2026. 
 
The children will read their chosen book at home in advance of 
World Book Day. On the day, they can come to school either 
dressed as a character or bring in a prop, inspired by their chosen 
book. During the day, they will gather with all the other children 
who have chosen to read the same book as them, along with a 
member of staff, for a book club discussion and activity. 
Local libraries are supporting the SPARK! Book Awards, so you will 
be able to find copies of the books there. We will also have some 
copies in school for the children to borrow nearer the time.  
We will ask the children to let us know which book they have 
chosen by the end of the week, Friday 27th February, so we can 
make arrangements for World Book Day. 
 
If you have any questions about this, please ask Miss Macklearn. 
 
 
 

 
— Martin Luther King 

Jr. 

mailto:info@bishopperrin.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:no-reply@mail.arbor-education.com
mailto:no-reply@mail.arbor-education.com
https://www.bishopperrin.richmond.sch.uk/parents/newsletters
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2023/01/05/back-to-school-5-things-to-do-to-help-manage-winter-illness/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2023/01/05/back-to-school-5-things-to-do-to-help-manage-winter-illness/
https://www.sparkbookawards.co.uk/


We are an allergy-aware school   

Year R Information Workshops – Please book via 
Arbor 
Year R parents are invited to sign up for an opportunity to visit 
Reception Class during their phonics lesson to observe how the 
children learn phonics.  
These sessions are for 15 minutes and will be held on the following 
dates: 
Tuesdays; 3rd February, 10th February, 3rd March, 10th March and 
17th March from 09:30 – 09:45am.  
If you would be interested in booking into one of these sessions, 
please book in via your child’s Arbor account, within the trips 
section. Please only book to attend one session. Once the slots are 
full for a particular date Arbor will prevent you from booking into 
that slot. 
Please note, we can offer this opportunity to one adult per child, a 
maximum for 3 adults per session. These are opportunities to 
observe the session, rather than engaging in activities with the 
children. 
 

Celebrations and Achievements 

Children who have earnt a certificate this week: 

CLASS NAME 

Year R Dream 

Year 1 Japji 

Year 2 Jacob 

Year 3 Leon and all of Year 3 

Year 4 Belle 

Year 5 Oliver 

Year 6  Finley 
 
 

Infant class of the week: Year 1 
Junior class of the week: Year 3 

 

School Trips Payments / Permissions 
Unless otherwise stated, children should wear school uniform for school 
visits (this includes school shoes). Children should bring a bag (school bag 
or other) to carry their packed lunch and water bottle in. Packed lunches 
should not contain any form of nuts (this applies to children and adult 
volunteers); no fizzy drinks or glass bottles. In the summer term, if the 
children are likely to be outside during their visit, please ensure that you 
apply sunscreen before they come to school and they wear a hat. If details 
vary to this, they will be provided below within the specific trip section. 

 
Faith Ambassadors from Year 3-6 
On Thursday 12th February, the Faith Ambassadors from Year 3-6 
will attend the LDBS Annual Service at St Paul’s Cathedral. The 
service is from 2-2:45pm and we will be travelling by train and tube. 
We will be leaving school late morning.  
Children will need to bring a packed lunch that can be eaten on the 
train (with rubbish that can then be disposed of to prevent having to 
carry bags into the cathedral). Children will also need to bring a 
water bottle (also preferably disposable). Due to the finish time of 
the service, we will not return to school until 4:15-4:30pm.  
Please provide consent via Arbor by 31st January. 
 

Year 5 IOW School Journey  – Next Payment Due 
If paying via instalments for this trip, the next instalment of £103.25 
is due tomorrow.  
Please be reminded that the remaining/full and final balance is 
due by 24th February 2026. 
 
 

Year 5 & 6 Westminster Abbey Trip  
Thursday 26th February 2026 
Please note, children will be back to school at the slightly later time 
of 16:00 - 16:15.  They will be travelling via public transport to and 
from the venue.  
 

Please complete the payment via your child's ARBOR account 
ASAP as this is now overdue.  
Please provide a packed lunch for this trip. 

 
Year 2 London Landmarks - Tuesday 17th March 
Y2 will take part in an educational visit to London as part of their 
London landmarks curriculum theme. Children will enjoy a guided 
river cruise of some of London's famous landmarks, supplied by 
the London Eye team.  
Please complete the mandatory permission and payment via your 
Child's Arbor account by 21st February 2026.  
Please provide a packed lunch from home or book a school 
provided one here by 21st February 2026. 

 
Year 6 School Journey  – Next Payment Due 
If paying via instalments for this trip, the next instalment of £121.25 
is due tomorrow.  
Reminder of the payment options for this trip: 
Payment plan 1: Initial deposit of £100 by 1st October 2025  
Remaining balance of £485 by 28th March 2026  
 

Or  
 

Payment plan 2: Initial deposit of £100 by 1st October 2025  
2nd payment of £121.25 by end November 2025  
3rd payment of £121.25 by end January 2026  
4th payment of £121.25 by end February 2026  
5th and final payment of £121.25 by end March 2026 
 

Y3 Orleans House – Tuesday 24th February 2026 
Trip to Orleans House Gallery for Mark Making and 
Shadowscapes: Heaney, JMW Turner and Quantum workshop. 
Please pay and complete the mandatory permission via your child's 
Arbor account by 1st February. Please provide a packed lunch 
from home or order a school trip lunch here by 1st February.  
 
Junior Swimming Gala (Y3 – Y6)  – Wednesday 18th 
March  
Our KS2 (Y3 – Y6) swimming gala will be held at Teddington Pool 
on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 13:30.  
Teddington Pool still have a limited number of 60 spectator spaces 
on their balcony. As in previous years, we will prioritise offering one 
space to one adult per child in years 5 and 6 first. Year 5 and 6 
parents, please complete the spectator booking form here letting us 
know if you would like a space and the name of which parent will 
be attending by Friday 6th February. After this time, we will then 
allocate any remaining spaces to the parents of Year 3 and 4 
children. The only fair way to do this will be by pulling names out of 
a hat. We will then let parents in Year 3 and 4 know if they are 
allocated a space. 
Please complete the permission and payment within your child’s 
Arbor account by Monday 2nd March, thank you. 

 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/LTdv82hYbDc5F9uF6
https://forms.gle/isWpycYngXRd26F36
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX5NLTy-SKbxMp3cDLnvcMvbtUZvkUakf3vbPFeiJKUlbzoQ/viewform
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Community News 
Whatever you’re into, read into it. Discover your 
local library! 
The National Year of Reading campaign seeks to reach audiences 
through their interests, passions and things that are important to 
them, connecting people to reading in this way. Libraries are 
trusted, local and built for discovery. They offer free access to 
stories and information in every format imaginable, welcoming 
spaces where people feel safe, and the support that helps hesitant 
readers grow in confidence. 
More information on local libraries here. 
 

RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Watch Weekend 
This event is organised by the RSPB every year and there is still 
time to take part! It is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. 
Every year, hundreds of thousands of nature lovers take part, 
helping to build a picture of how garden birds are faring. 
All you have to do is spend 1 hour looking outside in your garden, 
on your balcony or in a nearby park. Make a note of all the different 
types of birds you see and how many of each type. 
Register here for the online pack so you can record what you see: 
2026 Big Garden Bird Watch 
 

Free Trial Session and £40 discount at Perform 
Popular children's drama and dance school Perform is offering a 
Free Trial Session and a special introductory discount of £40 
for members of Bishop Perrin C of E Primary School if they 
sign up by Saturday 2nd May 2026.  
 
Parents should quote BPCL020526 when they book their free 
session by going to perform.org.uk/try or calling 020 7255 9120.  
You can find out more about the classes at perform.org.uk/try. 
Alternatively, pdf flyers can be downloaded from here.  
Click to find your nearest classes or view a list of all areas. 
 

Safeguarding, Wellbeing and Inclusion 
Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 10th February  

 
Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on the 10th of February 
2026, with celebrations and learning based around the theme 
‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use 
of AI’. 
 

Everyone’s talking about AI, and with many children and young 
people hearing about and using AI online, it’s important they have 

the skills and confidence to make safe choices when they are using 
smart technology. 

This Safer Internet Day we are exploring the impact of AI on all of 
our lives, looking at how AI can be used for good, and giving advice 

and guidance that empowers people to use AI safely and 
responsibly. 

 
Children will be reminded of the school’s Acceptable Use Policies 
and guidance for how to use devices that are connected to the 
internet safely and responsibly thorugh whole school assemblies 
and in their clases.  
 
Support for parents and carers 
 
Support for grandparents with online safety 
 
 
 
  

Learning Support Plans 
Thank you for working with teacher this week on Learning Support 
Plans. These will be updated and emailed securely to you (via 
Egress) during w/b 2/2/26. 
 
Family Hubs 

 
The schedule for groups and activities at the Richmond family 
Hubs for the Spring term can be found here.  There are a range of 
classes available to support children and families, particularly those 
with younger children.  

 

Phase transfer events 
An information evening for parents and carers of children with 
education, health and care plans (EHCPs), in Years 4 or 5 of 
primary school in the Richmond borough. 

• Transferring from primary to secondary school if you have 
an EHCP in Richmond 

Kingston & Richmond Safeguarding Children 
Partnership (KRSCP) River Safety 
Given the recent weather conditions and the likelihood of further 
cold spells, KRSCP are asking us to promote water safety 
messages to our school community. This effort aims to reduce the 
risk of drowning both in the home and within the community. 
 

Going into the river or on ice is extremely dangerous. Cold water 
shock, a primary precursor to drowning, can occur in water 
temperatures below 15°C. The River Thames typically drops to 
between 3°C and 9°C (37°F – 48°F) during January and February. 
If someone experiences cold water shock, they should float on their 
back rather than attempting to swim. Below are resources to share 
based on the age group of your children and the specific risks they 
may encounter: 
 

https://capt.org.uk/drowning/ 
Water safety for Teenagers and young peoples 

Staying safe around water 
Water safety London Fire Brigade 

Winter water safety- Royal Life Saving Society 
 

If you have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of children who attend 
Bishop Perrin Primary School, these should be reported to the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead who is Miss McAvoy. In her absence, concerns should 

be reported to the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead who is Miss 
Macklearn. The school’s safeguarding governor is Mrs James. 

 
If you have concerns about the safeguarding of a child out of hours or 
during the school holidays, contact SPA directly on 020 8547 5008 or 

call the police if the child is in immediate danger. 
 

And finally… 
 
We’ve just received a delivery of brand-new reading homework 
book-band books which we’re looking forward to sharing with the 
children next week.  There are some great new titles for them to 
get stuck into.  Thank you to the SA for funding these. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch/register
https://www.perform.org.uk/portal/new-contact
https://www.perform.org.uk/freedramaclass?trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAwMjU2JmVtY19pZD0yNjYmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCBjb21iaW5lZCZkYXRlPUphbiAyMSAyMDI2IDExOjAzQU0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/assets/library/2025/Generic2025-18.pdf
http://www.perform.org.uk/venue?location=TW2%206LF&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAwMjU2JmVtY19pZD0yNjYmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCBjb21iaW5lZCZkYXRlPUphbiAyMSAyMDI2IDExOjAzQU0~
http://www.perform.org.uk/venue/areas?type=perform&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAwMjU2JmVtY19pZD0yNjYmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCBjb21iaW5lZCZkYXRlPUphbiAyMSAyMDI2IDExOjAzQU0~
https://www.bishopperrin.richmond.sch.uk/keeping-safe/online-safety
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/grandparents
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qASGZ0xtNciPw0lhXFLzwKvjZGsbNwKX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rdojsZwEUPWZSphyPHnLYKs6XNSY7Tb8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rdojsZwEUPWZSphyPHnLYKs6XNSY7Tb8/view?usp=sharing
https://capt.org.uk/drowning/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/support-us/our-campaigns/safety-on-our-waterways/water-safety-for-teenagers-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-around-water
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/safety/water-safety/
https://www.rlss.org.uk/Listing/Category/winter-water-safety
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SPRING TERM 2026 

Thursday 5th February Y1 Windsor Castle Trip 

Tuesday 10th February  Y2 Whitton Library  

Thursday 12th February  LDBS Annual Service at St Paul’s Cathedral – Faith 
Ambassadors  

Monday 16th February – Friday 20th Feb February Half Term – school closed 

Tuesday 24th February Y3 Orleans House  

Thursday 26th February Y5 & Y6 Westminster Abbey Holy Week Trip 

Friday 27th February  Y3 Whitton Library  

Tuesday 3rd March  Y4 Re-scheduled Roman Museum Trip 

All children to be in by 08:30am as early departure time. 

Thursday 12th March Y2 Class Assembly 

Tuesday 17th March Y2 Trip to London – River Cruise 

Wednesday 18th March Swimming Gala – Year 3- 6 (13:30pm) 

w/c 23rd March Last week of Extra Curricular Clubs Spring Term 

Friday 27th March Easter Service at St. Augustine’s Church, 12:30 – 1:30pm 

Last day of term – early finish: 
 1:50pm – YR, 2pm – Year 1 - 6 

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April Easter Holiday – School closed 

Monday 13th April Children return from Easter holiday 

Thursday 30th April Year 1 class assembly 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday – School closed 

Tuesday 5th May – Friday 8th May Y5 Residential Trip  

Thursday 7th May Y1 Toys through the ages workshop at School  

25th – 29th May Half Term School closed 

Monday 1st June INSET Day – School closed  

Thursday 11th June Year 5 class assembly 

22nd June – 26th June Y6 Residential Trip 

Wednesday 1st July Sports Morning – more details to follow 

Thursday 2nd July Reception Class assembly 

Friday 17th July Leavers’ Service at St. Augustine’s Church 

Last day of term – early finish: 
1:50pm – YR, 2pm – Year 1 - 6 

Monday 20th July  INSET Day – School closed 
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All Age Eucharist 
 

The All Age Eucharist is a family oriented 
service for all ages where we worship  
together in a simple and playful way. 

Always at 10 am. 

Sunday 15th February 2026 

Come and join us! 
 

 

 
 

For more information contact: 
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